
	

VISION: Equity of Opportunity

KEY MESSAGES:
Illiteracy is a major issue facing remote 
Indigenous communities. Being unable to read 
and write is a significant barrier to education, 
employment, health and wellbeing.

The Foundation works to address this through 
providing books and literacy resources (some in 
first languages) to families, schools and service 
organisations in remote communities; and 
publishing stories by Indigenous people that  
are reflective of community life and culture. 

Everyone can help! Make a donation or hold a 
Great Book Swap on Indigenous Literacy Day  
(4 September 2019) or contact the ILF office  
to discuss your partnership ideas. 

In 2019 the ILF aims to raise over $3m to support 
its programs. It gets no Government support.

BACKGROUND:

Low literacy levels is a major issue affecting Indigenous 
communities today. Being unable to read and write is  
a significant barrier to education, employment, health  
and wellbeing. Remote Indigenous communities are the 
most disadvantaged.

According to the Closing the Gap Report released in 
February 2019, only two of seven targets are on track. 
Indigenous literacy and numeracy targets are still 
outstanding and there has been little to no improvement 
since 2008.

2017 NAPLAN results show only 35% of Indigenous  
Year 5 students in very remote NT communities meet  
the minimum standard for reading, compared to 95%  
for non-Indigenous students in major cities. 

ILF was founded by former teacher and Queensland 
bookseller Suzy Wilson (2018 Lloyd O’Neil Award and 
2018 ABA Life Member) and is an initiative of the 
Australian Book Industry. In 2005 Suzy took action after 
becoming aware that four out of five children in remote 
NT communities could not read or write to the basic 
minimum level. 

The Foundation is community driven. All funds raised  
go to the ILF’s three programs: 

1. Book Buzz aims to develop pre-literacy skills  
and familiarity with books for babies and toddlers, 
through a regular story-time session.  Parents  
and carers are supported and are given the tools  
to talk about, read and share books with their 
children, in local languages and in English. 

2. Book Supply gifts great, new books that aim to 
interest and engage the community in reading and 
sharing books together. The books are carefully 
chosen so they are culturally appropriate, and  
40% are by Indigenous authors or illustrators.  
The books are distributed by road, air or sea to 
crèches, playgroups, schools, women’s centres,  
and health centres who use them in different ways. 

3. Community Literacy Projects publishes or funds 
stories written by Indigenous people for Indigenous 
people. ILF works with ambassadors to run writing 
workshops far and wide – from the Tiwi Islands 
and Arnhem Land, to the APY Lands and Spinifex 
Country. These books are important in building 
literacy because they represent Indigenous people, 
culture and community life, and often, Aboriginal 
languages. 

In its lifetime, ILF has gifted over 350,000 books to more 
than 280 remote communities, implemented an early 
literacy program in over 30 playgroups and health care 
centres that have seen the first board books and an 
eBook in first languages, and published 88 stories written 
by community reflecting up to 18 Aboriginal languages.

Indigenous Literacy Day on Wednesday 4 September 
2019, is the Foundation’s major fundraising and 
advocacy national event. New community publications 
are launched at the Sydney Opera House, while schools 
and organisations host Great Book Swaps and other 
fundraising activities in their local community. 
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